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Let’s begin 
with some 
self-criticism 
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The 15-Minute 
City

“an urban set-up where locals are 
able to access all of their basic 
essentials at distances that would 
not take them more than 
15 min by foot or by bicycle”

Moreno, C., Allam, Z., Chabaud, D., Gall, C., Pratlong, F. (2021). Introducing the “15-

Minute City”: Sustainability, Resilience and Place Identity in Future Post-Pandemic Cities. 

Smart Cities, 4, 93–111. 
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What are the

essentials? To

whom are they

essential?

15 minutes

for whom?

Including

universal 

accessibility and 

affordability?

What about

other modes

of transport?



How far do you get in 15 minutes?
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Even if 
speed is not 
a problem…
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…we might 
need to 
remove 
barriers
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Do ± 15-Minute City concepts consider 
vulnerable travelers?
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Source: Büttner et al., 2022, p. 6



In our theories, 
universal accessibility/
inclusiveness is 
seldom considered

Moreno, C., Allam, Z., Chabaud, D., Gall, C., Pratlong, F. (2021). Introducing the “15-Minute City”: 

Sustainability, Resilience and Place Identity in Future Post-Pandemic Cities. Smart Cities, 4, 93–111. 
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From the 1890s till today…
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Source: Khavarian-Garmsir et al., 2023



Lastly, the „basic essentials“ might also be different 
in different contexts and for different people
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From small 
changes to 
the trans-
formation of 
the city
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Some 
question that 
remain open

Do we need to move away from 
time to distance? How far 
should destinations be? How 
far for walking? For cycling?

Which amenities should be 
prioritized? Do we need a wider 
definition of “basic essentials”?

How do we include everyone 
and ensure that their needs are 
met? Is this feasible?

14



If you want to know 
more, have a look 
at our report!

https://www.eiturbanmobil
ity.eu/%c2%b115-minute-
city-human-centred-
planning-in-action/
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https://www.eiturbanmobility.eu/%c2%b115-minute-city-human-centred-planning-in-action/
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